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offer it at a better time, and he would not accept it in so dangerous a one as this was. This confirmed to me what my Lord Halifax said some days before, that the King's changeableness and silence in affairs at that time made people fear to serve him.
January 13. The city of London petitioned the King by their Common Council for the sitting of Parliament at the appointed time. The King's answer was, that was not their business.
January 15. The Duke of Newcastle told me that the King had spoken to him to the same purpose he imagined, and that he said he would apeak further to him when Halifax and he were together. His grace told me further that he had been discoursing my Lord Halifax concerning me, and that he had told his lordship that he loved me better than he did.
January 18. I dined with the Earl of Burlington, who told me this Parliament would be dissolved, and a new one culled to sit at Oxford the 15th of March. My Lord Halifax seemed averse to this dissolution; but it was but a pretence, for he had no reason to wish that Parliament long lived that had used him with such freedom. He was jealous also that my Lord of Danby would come out of the Tower, and be received again into councils. If that happened, he resolved to retire, and advised me not to press to be in employment till things were upon another i'oot.
My lord Duke of Newcastle acquainted me with the intended dissolution, which he had from my lord of Danby, which made him believe he was yet in the councils. His grace took it ill from my Lord Halifax, that lie had said nothing of this matter to him, saying it was not using him like a brother. The truth was my Lord Halifax did so overtop the other in all qualifications of mind that he did not make him much his confidant in anything, or that his sense deserved it. When this dissolution hap-